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’mllc_ land should

ramain accessible
1 sm writing this to alert your

cess to public land. Perhaps they
have not heard of the controversy
gurrounding Central Nebraska .
Public Power and Irrigetion
Diatrict's proposal to restrict the
public’a usé of a largs portion of

raaders of yet another threat to ac-

| the buch‘nu. {possibly 40 percent or

mors) on the south side of Lake
McConaughy. Their plan calls for
the area to be deslgnated for day-
time use only. This would eliml-
nata comping in the area and
would also ban vehicular traffic.
This could mean that you may
have to caXTy your gear a quarter-
mile or more to get to the water's
edge during low-weter years.

Several civie-minded groups as
well as concerned residanta have
banded together to protest the
adoption of this Bhlnn. They Includs

the Ogallala/Eeith County
Chamber of Commaerce, the Blg
Mac Sports Club, and The Lake
McConanghy Asscclation.

It is not too late to stop the adep-
tion of this plan, but tims 1a run-
ning outl If you aje ons of the

many thousands of visltors who
have enjoyed the activities at Big
Mag, please sit down wﬂagi and
writs to: Blg Mac Sports Club, P.O.
Box 364, Ogallala NE §91563 , or ¢
mall: jlanka@lakemac.net.

Please send a copy of yonr letter
to: Mr, Jay Maher, Contral
Nebreska Public Power, P.O. Box
740, Holdrege, NE 83948.

Thers 1s preclous litle public

land left in Nebrasks (3 percent of
total state land) and 1t ia essential
that what wa have be kept for pub-
li¢ use. .

Pleass express your objection to
the individuals listed above Imime-
diately. Your help ls needed If we
are to squelch this proposal.

Beb Burkhalter

Lomoyne

[Ny W

e

ettt g oemm oAl

Tala

BT LE SRR T P O

[ LR T WL L)



Big Nac Sports Club opposes

“CNPPID manag

The Big Mac Sports Club officially
 went on record Tuesday opposing the
Central Nebraska Public Power & Ir-
rigation District Land & Shoreline

8 Management Plan.

\h The plan proposes
> estimated 30 to 40 percent of the Lake
w McConaughy shoreline 0 “day use™

to restrict an

only, meaning no overnight camping.
On Tuesday, the sports clubheard a

irepon from John DeTuerk, a

CNPP&ID director, outlining thenew

- regulations, - . - - '

A general consensus of sports club
_members felt the regulations now in
: forceareqdcquatetopfowctthehealth
- and safety of the public. The sporis
. club opposes afy new regulations re-
:_stricting accessibility for campers and
* pther sportsmen groups on the beaches
* of Lake McConaughy. ]

" Rod Lanka was appointed chair-
. man of a-sports clob commiltee to
* coordinate and monitor the club's op-
: position to Central’s proposed plan.

:" On Friday, Lanka said five or six
- members were appointed to the com-

" mittee and plans are in the works 1o

ement:plan

release a one-page flyer detailing the
club’ sopposition to the plan, The flyer

will be distributed at area sports and

home shows, Lanka said. .

Thom Barkes, ownerof JunieMae's'
and presidentiof the Lake McCon-

aughy Association, said & common

sense approach to any further regula- .

tions shotld be adopted. - -
The Lake McConaughy Associa-
tion also met on Tuesday and dis-
cussed Central's proposed plan. The
association did not take an official
stand for or against the proposal,
Barkes said. :

Barkes did call for an cxcliaﬁge of

real information involving Central, -

the Nebraska Game and Parks Com-
mission and the public in hopes-that’
all involved counld become more in-
formed and make better decisions.

Central released the plan to public
ata meeting on Jan, 17 meeting at the
Eagle-Viewing building at Lake Mc-
Conaughy. More than 50 people at-
tended that meeting. .

At the Jan, 17 meeting, Central

. (Contlnued on Page 2)
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Environmental

* as 70 percent of the beaches would be.

avaﬂableforovenﬁghtcamping.omy
-1 to 2 percent is presently closed to
camping, those areas shut off to pro-

tect endangered or threatened species

“such aspiping plovers and least tems. '

‘Maher said the Federal Energy
Regulatory
pressuring

f aughy.Cenual’-srelioensingbyFERC
" requires Central to submit aLand and
: Shorelint_aManagcmcu;-PlapforFBRC

Club opposes.. - i

Resources Manager .
-, Jay Maher emphasized that as much

Commission (FERC) is -
Central to design & plan
- that protects all uses at Lake McCon- .
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" approval,

, ’l‘hel:ll.lan11111.‘stp1'm.riclefrara"div'iti:'hl
sityofuscs"andpmvidctor“cnvirbﬁ;
mental issues,” Maher said at the Jan.
17 meeting. - iy

Adraftofthe planisscheduled tobe

finished by the end of March and will

be submitted to a number of entities,
including the Game and Parks Cofn}
mission, U.S.Fish & Wildlife Service
and county governments.’ :
Those interested in writing to Cen-
tral in regard to the new plan may do
s0 by mailing those comments o
Maher at PO Box 740, Holdrege, NE
68049-0740.. © -
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'Rep~rt slated on lake
- shoreline management

Central Nebraska Public Power &
Irrigation District will hold informa-
tion meetings in January at Ogallala,
Gothenburg and Lexington to present
8 progress report on the Land and
Shoreline Management Planand Rec-
reation Use Report required by the

... Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
* - gion as part of Central’s license,

A draft of land use maps, results .

. from earlier public meetings, and re-

-"* sults from Central’s surveys will be

" part of the report.
Central officials said the power

*_ and irrigation district is also seeking

input on safety issues, recreation use,
shoreline development, endangered
species, wildlife habitat preservation
and marina and commercial services.
The Ogallala meeting will be held

ot 7 p.n. on Monday, Jan, 17, at the

.- Eagle-Viewing Building atTake Ogal-
< Jala. -

i Meetings are also scheduled Jan.
: 13 at Lexington and Jan, 18 at Goth-
enburg.
*  Themeetings are scheduled to last
two hours. )
Central and Duke Engineering &
Services (DE&S), the firm producing
. the land and shoreline management

plan for Central, are developing a list

. -of opportunities, concerns and ques-

. lons for the public; to comment on at

" the January meetings.

The formal presentation of the

management plan to the public willbe
presented inMay, Central said it would
solicit ideas, comments and sugges-

tions following the formal presenta-
tion. :

Some of the issues brought up
during earlier meetings concern ero-
sion and shorelines stabilization, boat-
ing safety and jet ski safety and rec-
reational access.

Issuesspecificallyrelating toLake
McConaughy included:

—Preservation of historical sites
and trails. '

~—{Consideration of National His-
toric Preservation Act strategies,

—Concern with protecting private
property right while ensuring pubic
Access to waler,

—Concern about continued pub-
lic access to the south side of Lake
McConaughy that may be impacted
by developmentpressures in thatarea,

—{Concern gbout potential devel-
opment pressures with marinas and
other structures place in the lake
which could impact safety andaccess ..
1o lake waters for public recreation,

Clean water, good lake boating :
and good camping/picnic facilities
were the top factors in decisions to
vacationat Lake McConaughy, Lake

- Ogallala, Johnson Lake and the Sup-
" ply Canal, according to arecreational

use survey conducted of approxi-
mately 500 people over Labor Day

. weekend. .

Relaxing, camping, beach activi-
ties, swimming, power boating, the
scenery, fishing, water skiing and jet
skiing led the led the listing of activi-
ties in which visitors participate,
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Access to some beaches
could be restricted, but

they would not be
closed, under proposal

" . to be aired at three

public hearings

beve- calmed local fears that

endan - concerns and new
housing nts might cose long
sireiches of beach to the public,.

The *land and shoreline
development plan™ would maintain

lic access (0 Nebraska's largesi lake
ut. would permit shori-term
Testrictions near least-tern and
Ylp -plover nesiy on the beaches, said
ay . environmental resources

BY TODD VON XAMPEN ,/,5/ tanager for the Central Nebrasks

HERALD STAFE WRITER

Ogalials, Neb. — A

Fublic Power and Lrrigstion District.

“for  Centeal, which owns and operates

controliing access ¢ Lako he lake known as *Big Mar,” will hold

McConaughy near here sppears 1 2 public hearing on the plan at 7 MDT

—

Lases |

i

lonight at the Ramada Limited at
la’s Interstate B0 Interchunge,
Ceniafs pias o managion. b
tral'y for manag bz
se oriugicbmh Il.huilnngumbpu s
including Jeifrey Lake near Brady and
Jo’l;rh}son ke near Leaington.

Federal

Commission Muwmwwm
Neb.based Cemural to adopt &
shoreling plin as & conditlon of
1998 relicensing of ihe distriets

tions, most notably Kingley

al the east af th
McConmughy, Central's board may
voto on the plan in July, Maber sald,

Uther *hearmags are set lor
Wednesday at the Gothenburg Senior
Center and Thumsday at Kirk's
Restangant 8t Lexington's [-80
 iaher i Centrl peepur

entral prepared the

mmamm_ I:l' mlub;'i:;u and
agencies an

meelings bn August and]muuy.puwc

Coulroversy over Ceniral’s plans for
Lake McConaughy emerged in
Januwary, when officials sought
comment on whether parts of the
lake's 105-mile shorefine shoutd be
permanenily- closed o overnight
camping and molor vehicles,

lac’ Fears

The shoreline plan designates
“species-protection  zones® on
northeast end of MeConaughy's norih
share — the lake's ‘most-beavily used

"area — and in the middie of the south

shore around the Lakeview ares. .

‘The latier zone fies in fronf of
Bayside Country Eststes and Tralls
Crossing, two of four subdivisions thai
are planned or under construclion
along McConaughy's sonth shore, ™ *

Least ferns, an’ endangered species,
and ;ir;;i‘ng plovers, which are classified
5 “threatened,” dig nests into the sand -
in the species-prolection zones during

i McCONAUGHY
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" ;Lake Proposal
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:Soothes Fears

:On Beaches

" Continued iom Page 11

ithe spring, Maher smd Nests have
sbeen  fenced off “ when found, but
‘Central's licenses require it to consider

*exira ltn[; he said.

The plan would allow Centzal 10 ban
(vehicles, avcrniﬁht camping or both
‘near the nests if fences won't provide
venough protection. Central would have
Yo ootify government ageaciss,
*homeowaers and the public in advance,
+The bans would be K
“feave, usualky in early summer,

: Some rsldents 4t the Japuary
“mecting objected 1o permanent bans,
*citing Cc:‘tiuii'l spt:llp ur lul lic
4y and it o
~m¥nc{hnal acoess wlcythe Iaks since
Kingsley Dam was finished in 1541,

¢ Alsoai the meeting, some home and
i cabin m;T b:tcmkald an ovemnight
L in, at puary meeting,
:3}?35 Enmpcu blocked ibeir lake view
+and hindered their privacy,

A 1
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aiter the birds

Thekr wmmmd“ dl: alnrmedmiwml:ho
feared that it 4
ing ban W pre:m b:ﬁu in
front of the subdivisions for their
upper-incoms  clients, said Central
board member John DeToerk of
Ogallale,
Maher replied that Central, not the

" developers, owns sll of McConaughy's

traditional shoreline. The plan would

" require developers wanting to Install

matines, bont remps or olher faciliics

along the shoreline to pet Central's
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permission 1o buld and 10 allow the

public to use the facilities.

DeTuerk and Rod Lanka, a member
of the Big Mac Sports Club, szid local
residents probably will accept
tamrcnry limits 1 protect birds.

=[f they stick with that, everybod
kind ofsuin to back off,” Lanks said,

Bonpie Nemecek of Ogallala,
mnaﬁ- of Payside Country Istales,
said she doesn't want public eccess cot
off, either, A marina is planned for bher
43-fot development west of Lakeview,
where the 11 lake-front Jots are scliing
for $100,000 per lot. The first ulne

holex of am 18-hole golf courss will |

open July 1,
PEF e the beach should be open 1o

, the public.* Nemecek said “Everyone

here is paying Uheir taxes, They should
be able to use iL”

See McCOMAUGHY Paga 14



